INTRIGUES

Gortchakoff arrived at Berlin on May 10, 1875, and dated
from this place a telegraphic circular, destined for publi-
cation, beginning with the words, 'Maintenant,' i.e. un-
der Russian pressure, 'lapaix est assur/ej as though this
had not been the case before. One of the non-German
sovereigns who received this communication afterwards
showed me the wording.

I reproached Prince Gortchakoff sharply. It was not,
I said, a friendly part suddenly and unexpectedly to jump
on the back of a trustful and unsuspecting friend, and get
up a circus performance at his cost; proceedings of this
kind between us, who were the directing ministers, could
only injure the two monarchies and states. If he was
anxious to be applauded in Paris, he need not on that
account injure our relations with Russia; I was quite
ready to assist him and have five-franc pieces struck at
Berlin, with the inscription Gortchakoff protege la France ;*
we might also set up a theatre in the German Embassy,
where he could appear before a French audience with the
same inscription, in the character of a guardian angel,
dressed in white with wings, to the accompaniment of
Bengal fire!

My cutting invectives made him sing rather small, but
he combated the facts which I considered established,
without showing his usual security and fluency; thus
causing me to conclude that he was doubtful whether his
imperial master would approve his proceedings. This was
further confirmed on my complaining to the Emperor
Alexander, with the same openness, of Gortchakoff's dis-
honest proceedings. The Emperor admitted all the facts
and confined himself to saying, laughingly, smoking the

* [An allusion to the inscription on the rim of five-franc pieces.]
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